

GUARLFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 14th September 2015
Present



Councillor  Mr    M         Huskinson  Chairman

                                           Councillor  Dr      P        Mayner     Vice Chairman 
                                           Councillor  Mr    A 
 Medcalf

                                           Councillor  Mr    A         Simpson         
                                           Councillor  Mrs   J          Hadley-Roberts   

                                           Councillor   Dr    E         Jones

                                           Councillor   Mr     T        Wells   District and County Councillor
                                                               Mr
J     
 Sommerville         Clerk

1. Apologies
 Cllr Hill and Mr Chamings.  
2. Public question and answer
 No members of the public were present. 
3. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest

3.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality.  They should also declare any personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting.

3.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 
4. The Race Relations and Crime and Disorder Acts
           All the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements of the above acts.

5. Acceptance of the Previous Minutes

           The minutes of the Parish Council Annual meeting and of the 2015 Annual Parish meeting both held on 18th May 2015, having been circulated, were taken as read, approved by the Council as a true record and were signed by the Chairman.  
6. Report by Councillor T Wells 
6.1. The Inspector had now produced his recommendations on the modifications to the draft SWDP. It was a lengthy document. Highlights included his agreement with MHDC in broad terms as to its planning strategy on the SWDP; the dropping of the designation of a large housing development at Malvern Wells due to the fact that the land concerned was an AONB (query why the planners had not spotted this?) and the designation of a substantial block of 700 houses in Welland. 

6.2. The strong recommendation by him and others to disperse the housing development more evenly across the county had been ignored. The prospect of one vehicular exit only onto the Countywide roundabout at Newland for the 800 houses designated there under the SWDP was alarming. 

6.3. He explained his stance on the Basket Weavers Cottage planning saga and why he had taken issue with the opposing stance taken by GPC.  The Chairman responded on behalf of the GPC planning committee as to why they decided they could not support the application when they learnt that the land was outside the village settlement. 
6.4. The committee had originally been supportive of the application as infill.  Cllr Jones said the GPC planning committee were wary of Trojan horses and setting a dangerous precedent. As a general rule the committee does not support development in the open countryside. 
6.5.   Standing Orders allow for GPC to appoint committees, and the planning committee of GPC is one such.  The Clerk is to contact CALC for advice/comment on the process adopted by GPC when consulted by MHDC on planning applications. (Action Clerk)
6.6. Following discussion the Councillors agreed that in future Cllr Wells will be copied in on all planning applications affecting the Parish sent to the Clerk by MHDC (and which he forwards to the planning committee for comment/action)  and will be advised of GPC’s stance with regard to such applications.(Action Clerk)  
7. Report by the Public Path Wardens

There was no report.  

8. Report by Mr T West Tree Warden
           There was no report. The Clerk read out the letter of resignation he had recently received from Mr West.  The Councillors agreed to keep the post open for the immediate future.  The Chairman will look out a precedent job advertisement for a Tree Warden prepared by Janet Lomas with a view to a similar advertisement being placed in the Grapevine (Action Chairman). 
9. Report by Mr R Chamings, Malvern Hills Conservators
9.1. Mr Chamings had sent his apologies. The Clerk read out Mr Chamings’report which had been sent to him by email.  By agreement the Clerk will circulate this report by email after the meeting. (Action Clerk)  The main item in the report was that Mr Chamings was standing down as a Conservator. The Councillors requested the Clerk to write to Mr Chamings to express their thanks for his work. (Action Clerk)   
10. Report by Mr D Hill,  Chairman Village Hall Committee

There was no report.
11. Report by Cllr Dr E Jones, Chairman Guarlford History Group
11.1. Cllr Jones informed the meeting that Rosemary McCulloch was currently researching the history of the Guarlford WI and this research included delving into the GPC archives currently based in the Village Hall. 
12. Administration

12.1. The Clerk reported on the letter he had received from Kim Houghton of MHDC in regard to the Declaration of Interests forms he had delivered to MHDC offices following the last meeting. For reasons which are not entirely clear the completed forms of Cllrs Mayner and Medcalf had not been returned by MHDC. The Clerk will contact Ms Houghton to investigate. (Action Clerk)  
12.2. The Clerk and the Chairman explained the position in relation to the Payroll Providers Douglas Tonks and why they had decided to withdraw from our association with them.  It was possible that Douglas Tonks had failed to account to HMRC for £165.23 of income tax owing on the Clerk’s salary notwithstanding that this sum had been taken from the GPC bank account. Yet the income tax of £173.20 due in April 2015 had been paid by Douglas Tonks to HMRC.  
12.3. All access by Douglas Tonks to GPC bank accounts had been terminated shortly after the last meeting on 18th May 2015 following concerns raised by the Chairman and the Clerk. 
12.4. The clerk had had a preliminary meeting with Atkinson and Co accountants at their Redditch office and had been impressed by their offer. They already act for two Parish councils in Worcestershire. Following discussion the Councillors approved the appointment of Atkinson and Co to be the new Payroll Providers to GPC. 
12.5. In the meantime the Clerk will investigate further with Atkinson and Co the apparent tax shortfall of £165.23 and take appropriate action to pay it if the liability was still due. (Action Clerk) 
.           
13. Parish Environment
13.1. Cllr Wells confirmed that in relation to the upkeep of footpaths if the vegetation was alive responsibility lay with Worcestershire Council, if dead it lay with Malvern Hills District Council. 

13.2. The Councillors registered their disquiet about the quality of the repair and upkeep of the footpaths in the village. They requested the Clerk to make appropriate representations to MHDC and WCC accordingly.  In the latter case he is to ask Gerry Brienza the Highways Liaison officer of WCC to visit the village to and take a stroll around in the company of some Councillors and view the footpaths and verges and discuss any problems. (Action Clerk)  He will also write to the relevant officers at MHDC namely Ivor Pumfrey and Ron Evans to invite them to the next GPC meeting on 14th December. (Action Clerk) 

13.3. In this connection Cllr Wells noted that County Councillors in Worcestershire receive delegated budgets for pavement repairs and upkeep.  His budget for this was £10,000 and he was willing to allocate part of this sum from April 2016 onwards towards pavement repairs and upkeep in the village. 

13.4. The Chairman said he had contacted Halls the Agents for the Glebe Fields. The land had been vacant for the last seven months but had recently been let to a Mr Mark Parslow of Great Witley who has instructed a contractor to cut back the hedge adjacent to the main road going through the village to the west of the War Memorial. 

13.5. In regard to the village telephone kiosk Cllr Jones noted that this had not been operational for 7 years. Redundant telephone boxes had been put to good uses elsewhere in the country including as local information hubs. The Clerk was requested to contact CALC to explore this further and insurance and public liability issues. (Action Clerk)
14. Planning

14.1. SWDP update. See the report by Cllr Wells at 6 above.   
14.2. Planning application no 14/00385/FUL: Basket Weavers Cottage.  See the report by Cllr Wells above and the position taken by the Planning committee of GPC in relation to it. In short the committee were unable to support the application because the land lay outside the village settlement. 
14.3. Planning application no 15/00592/FUL: the Rhydd School. The meeting noted that the planning application made by the School had been approved. 

14.4. The meeting noted that Mr Mark Wilesmith had submitted an application for planning permission for the construction of a new Agriculture Access from Chance Lane.  Following discussion The Councillors directed the Clerk to write to MHDC expressing concerns about highway safety and the threat of large scale development which this application was clearly a precursor to and attempting to facilitate. (Action Clerk)
15. Liaison with Other Bodies

15.1. There was nothing to report.              . 
16. Waste Recycling
16.1. There was nothing to report.         
17. Finance  
17.1. The balances were as follows: Charity account £108.64; Instant Access account £675.86; Current account £2,334.

17.2. The meeting approved the payment of the latest invoice to Bennetts Garden Services in the sum of £20 being our contribution to the VAS system in the three parishes. 

17.3. The meeting approved the payment of the Clerk’s salary for 1st July 2015 in the sum of £260.68.

17.4. The meeting approved the payment of income tax on 17.3 above to HMRC in the sum of £173.20.

17.5. The meeting approved the payment of the Clerk’s salary for 1st October 2015 in the sum of £260.68.

17.6. The meeting approved the payment of income tax on 17.5 above in the sum of £173.20. 

17.7. The meeting noted that the 2.5% Consolidated Stock had been redeemed and the proceeds namely £487.09 had been placed in the Instant Access account. It was agreed that the money should be kept there as a safety net for the time being. 

17.8. The Clerk confirmed that the External Auditor Grant Thornton had signed off the Parish Council’s accounts for the year and read out to the meeting Grant Thornton’s comments.  In future it is preferable to ask the Internal Auditor to review the accounts before they are submitted to the Annual meeting of the Parish Council. 

17.9. The meeting noted and approved the Payroll arrangements for the future as explained by the Clerk namely that at the appropriate time Councillors will be asked to approve payments of salary and tax (as calculated by Atkinson and Co) by cheque. Unlike the previous arrangement with Douglas Tonks, Atkinson and Co will not able to withdraw monies from any GPC bank account. 
17.10. The Clerk will be attending the CALC meeting on 12th October 2015 in regard to the Transparency Code coming to force in 2017 consequent on the abolition of the External Audit. 
17.11. The Councillors noted the request by Age UK Malvern for a donation and after discussion resolved to decline the same. 

17.12. The meeting reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor and declared itself satisfied with his work.  The Clerk confirmed that Mr Kuun had indicated he was prepared to be the Internal Auditor for the forthcoming year. The Councillors authorised the Clerk to send an appropriate gift to Mr Kuun in appreciation of his work as Internal Auditor.  (Action Clerk)
17.13. The meeting considered and provisionally approved the draft Budget for 2016/17 which had been circulated.  Further consideration of this will take place at the next Parish Council meeting on 14th December 2015 when it is possible some amendments may be made. 
17.14. The meeting reviewed the Financial Controls Monitoring and Governance of the Council and considered these all to be satisfactory. 

17.15. The meeting considered the performance of the Clerk which it considered to be satisfactory and thanked him for his work. In regard to his salary it was agreed that the Clerk will speak to CALC about any salary increase for 2015. 
18. AOB 
None  
19. Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 14th December 2015. 
.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1015pm. 
J.A. Sommerville - Clerk                                                    Cllr Mr Michael Huskinson - Chairman
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