

GUARLFORD PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 10th MARCH 2014 
Present



Councillor   Mr   M        Huskinson    Chairman 
                                           Councillor   Dr    E         Jones
                                           Councillor   Dr    P         Mayner

                                           Councillor   Mrs  B         Hill

                                           Councillor   Mr   A         Medcalf

                                           Councillor   Mr   M        Simpson 
                                           Councillor   Mrs  J          Hadley-Roberts 

                                           Councillor   Mr   T         Wells       

                                                               Mr   R         Chamings 
                                                               Mr   T         West    Tree Warden
                                                               Mr
 J     
Sommerville    Clerk

1. Apologies
Mr T Stock and PC Ransome-Williams sent their apologies.  
2. Public question and answer
 No members of the public were present. 
3. Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest

3.1. Parish Councillors were reminded that, as required by the Parish Council Code of Conduct Order 2001, they should notify the MHDC Monitoring Officer of any changes to their Register of Interests or the receipt of any unrecorded gifts or hospitality.  They should also declare any personal or prejudicial interests in any of the items of this meeting.

3.2. There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest. 
4. The Race Relations and Crime and Disorder Acts
           All the business carried out and decisions made at this meeting have observed the requirements of the above acts.

5. Acceptance of the Previous Minutes

5.1   The minutes of the last meeting held on 9th December 2013, which had been circulated, were approved. .
6. Report by PC Sarah Ransome-Williams, Local Police Officer

In her absence the Clerk read out her email of 29th January 2014 which had been copied to Councillors on 2nd February.  The likelihood is that she will no longer be preparing and sending to GPC the monthly crime reports and the email explained why.  She has indicated that she is willing to attend the GPC Annual meeting and the Clerk was requested to invite her.  (Action Clerk)   
7. Report by Councillor T Wells

7.1. He had two matters to raise. Firstly on the SWDP Mr Wells said that HMG Inspector had determined that the housing numbers in the area covered by three councils was too low.  As a result the three councils must come back to him with a plan for 27,500 houses. The new allocation has been led by the council officers and not the members. We will shortly discover if the Inspector is “satisfied” with the new figure.

7.2. Thereafter new tranches of land will be designated for housing.  All three councils will have to have agreed the new sites by July 2014.  There will be a further round of consultations with a view to the revised SWDP being submitted to the Inspector early in 2015.

7.3. Into this lacuna the developers have moved with great enthusiasm, submitting planning applications at will.  Appeals are being allowed against MHDC’s initial refusal of planning permission at such a rate that he feared there was a good chance that MHDC would be placed in special measures. The risk of an adverse costs order at the appeal was another factor for MHDC following on what had happened at Rushwick.  
7.4. If this were to happen an unelected civil servant bureaucrat employed by HMG would consider major planning applications in the MHDC area and bypass MHDC as well as Parish Councils.   The results could be very serious for MHDC: to take but one example it received over £750,000 in planning application fees last year. 
7.5. He was pessimistic.  He agreed that the concept of “localism” as expounded by the Coalition with enthusiasm when they entered government in 2010 was discredited.  It was an oxymoron. For the time being GPC was unaffected but it was likely in the current climate that a developer who would make a planning application. Currently it was open season for planning applications by developers in the Malvern Hills District. 
7.6. The presumption in favour of sustainable development unless it could be shown that significant and demonstrable harm would result was a powerful lever being utilised by developers and their advisers.  
7.7. In answer to the Clerk he summarised the recent announcement by the Planning Minister Nick Boles MP.  In reality this would make little difference to the situation.  Neighbourhood Plans would not trump or replace the National Planning Policy Framework or the Local Plan.  It was an illusion to think that they could overcome the NPPF.  

7.8. They can take up to 18 months to put together and then there has to be a poll (paid for by the Parish Councils) as to whether or not to adopt the Neighbourhood Plan.  Nevertheless he commended the idea of Guarlford Madresfield and Newland Parish Councils getting together to discuss the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan. The meeting asked the Clerk to contact the other two parish councils to progress this.  (Action Clerk)
7.9. What was happening in this area was not unique to Worcestershire. There were similar stories in East Anglia.  CPRE and the National Trust were the only bodies holding out against the NPPF. Our local MP Harriet Baldwin could help by seeking to persuade Mr Boles not to put MHDC into special measures.  But she was now a Government Whip and this may constrain her. 

7.10. Mr Chamings commented on Rose Barn and how the Conservators had done a complete U turn after initially refusing to grant a right of way to the developer.  

7.11. Secondly on the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs this was now up and running in Madresfield.  It will start in Guarlford on 1st May 2014 and will be in place for one month. He suggested that the Lengthsman take a reading of how many times the Speed Sign has been activated in a given period. 
.  
8. Report by Mr Tony Stock, Public Path Warden and a Neighbourhood Watch Leader
8.1. The Clerk read out Mr Stock’s email to him of 8th March 2014 which had been copied to Councillors on 9th March and which confirmed that he and his wife were looking to move to the Vale of Evesham in the near future.  The meeting paid tribute to his hard and effective work as Public Path Warden and recently also as a Neighbourhood Watch leader.  

8.2. He had nothing of significance to report to the meeting from his two roles.   

8.3. The Councillors were asked to “keep their eyes and ears” open for a replacement and requested the Clerk to write to Mr Stock to thank him for his work. (Action Clerk).
9. Report by Mr Tim West Tree Warden
                       Mr West said he had nothing to report. 
10. Report by Mr R Chamings, Malvern Hills Conservators
10.1. He reiterated the about turn by the Conservators Board in relation to the granting of an easement to gain access over land owned by the Conservators via Mill Lane to service a development on nearby land. The original vote was overturned on the initiative of the Chairman to enable the grant of a right of way for one or two dwellings.  
10.2. The Chairman commented that the Conservators Board could be criticised if by accepting a sum of money in return for the grant of the easement. It was going against its principal purpose i.e. protection and management of the Hills and preservation of the natural aspect of the Hills.  
10.3. Following discussion the Clerk was requested to make representations about this to the Conservators. (Action Clerk)
11. Report by Mr D Hill,  Chairman Village Hall Committee

          The Clerk read out the report from Mr Hill describing the function at the Village Hall on 24th January which had got completely out of hand in terms of bad behaviour and excessive noise late at night. Mr Hill had sent a letter out the following day to Guarlford residents.  Village Hall booking policy has been tightened up to reduce the possibility of any recurrence.  Cllr Hill commented on the time and effort taken by volunteers to clean up the Village Hall after this event.       

12. Report by Cllr Dr E Jones, Chairman Guarlford History Group
12.1. Cllr Jones said that Janet Lomas had suggested that the remaining Diamond Jubilee Commemoration Mugs be donated to the Village Hall. 
12.2. The History Group had agreed to fund the cost of a replacement frame for the Holman Hunt print in the Church at Guarlford and the cost of a new flagpole in the village. 
13. Administration 
13.1. The Clerk had received a letter from MHDC in relation to the Council Tax base band D Council Tax charge and Cllr Wells explained how this operated in practice.   
13.2. The Clerk had also received a Notice of Review of Polling Districts pursuant to the 2006 Regulations but Cllr Wells confirmed that this will not apply to Guarlford. 
13.3. The meeting noted that Chris Bocock had not responded to the Clerk’s letter querying the need to send out Christmas cards. 
14. Parish Environment 
14.1. Vehicle Activated Speed Signs has been dealt with above see minute 7.11. 

14.2. The Clerk had delivered the chart to Mr Chamings indicating the location of the daffodils (donated by David Masters) by the village pond.  He had also sent Mr Chamings an email requesting that the mowing of the area around the pond should take account of the daffodils and not destroy them. The Clerk was requested to telephone the Conservators towards the end of April to reinforce this message.   (Action Clerk)
14.3. In relation to a Neighbourhood Plan the Clerk will contact Madresfield and Newland: see minute 7.8 above. 

14.4. The meeting noted the item regarding emergency grants for flooded households. 

14.5. In connection with the Malvern Hills Conservators’ letter to GPC of 19th February the Clerk will be the contact point for the Conservators Land Management Plan 2015-2020. (Action Clerk)
15. Planning 
15.1. SWDP update – See Cllr Wells’ report above.

15.2. Nothing had been heard in connection with the MHDC Planning Development Quality tour 2013. The Clerk was requested to write to the owner of the Homestead to express the appreciation of the Councillors to him for his efforts in improving the site. (Action Clerk)  
16. Liaison with Other Bodies 
                       None save the Neighbourhood Plan see above. . 
17. Waste Recycling   
                           Nothing to report. 
18. Finance 
18.1. The balances on the 3 accounts at the date of this meeting were as follows:  Current account £692.55; Instant Access account £18.47; and Charity account £108.64. 

18.2. The meeting approved the proposed donation to the Grapevine of £50. (Action Clerk)
18.3. The meeting approved payment of the Clerk’s expenses in the sum of £6 for stamps.

18.4. The meeting noted that David Kuun had accepted appointment as the Internal Auditor for the current year.

18.5. Don Hill had acknowledged the two donations for the Village Hall and the upkeep of the churchyard at Guarlford (as authorised at the last meeting) and confirmed that the donation for the churchyard only applied to Guarlford Church. Michael Skinner had acknowledged the final instalment of his gratuity. 

18.6. The meeting noted that the Clerk had submitted the Precept request for 2014/2015 in the sum of £3750 – the same as for 2013/2014. 

18.7.   The Clerk was requested to obtain a quotation from Zurich Municipal for insurance which is due for renewal in order to get a comparison with Aon who currently provide insurance cover. (Action Clerk)   
19. AOB 
19.1. Cllr Dr Mayner informed the meeting that there is in existence a portrait of Joan Newell on a horse. The intention is that this is to be donated to the Village Hall. 
19.2. The meeting approved the renewal of the Council’s subscription to CPRE in the sum of £29 

20. Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 12th May 2014. 
.
J.A. Sommerville - Clerk                                                    Cllr Michael Huskinson - Chairman
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